AN    ESSAY    IN    CONSERVATISM
heart should allow his intellect to be ruffled by the sentimental aberrations of an idealistic thinker- Mr. Baldwin betrayed the real Toryism in order to pander to the passing desire for world peace. He was distracted by circumstance to confess his impotence as a statesman.
Mr. Baldwin has never allowed his intellect to confirm his own instincts. He has allowed his mind to develop collaterally out of some late Victorian past. That is why to some he is an enigma and to others a traitor in the Tory camp. Actually the liberal mind is only an intellect insulated from its own experiences and so forced into doctrinaire thinking. Mr. Baldwin's mind is liberal against his inclinations. But for his slavery to circumstances and his nineteenth century prejudices he might well have felt the truth in politics and not rambled after it before an assembly of Edinburgh students.
Furthermore,  no statesman could rise above his age without   consciously   or   instinctively   drinking   deep   of Machiavelli  Mr. Baldwin only mentions his name to hush it up with prudery.   The fruit of the profoundest mind, Machiavelli's   thought  has  only  suffered  the  deliberate misrepresentation that biassed intellectuals have always applied towards the truth.   From him Mr. Baldwin might well have learned the art of the nurture of thought and done for the   Conservative  Party what  Mr.  Asquith did for Liberalism before the War.   Had he substituted the Prince for his reading of Jane Austen and Mary Webb, a real national government might be in existence by now, instead of a hotchpotch of eccentrics and infidels labelled by a national flag.  England, with Europe, is awaiting the renaissance of aristocratic thought and culture. Socialism is an emergency creed and doomed to disappear.   What Mr. Baldwin has failed to do is to tear up Liberalism and liberal philosophy root and branch.   For fear of revolution from Socialist forces that he could have annexed, he has flirted with his real enemies.
It is impossible for a man to lead a party or for a party